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Editorial 

Just back from Huntex! We can 
report that the Pin Shooting stand 
drew a lot of attention. Thank you to 
the guys from Gauteng who put up 
an excellent stand.  We believe that 
it was well worth the effort and 
expense. The benefits we’ll see in 
the future, but we believe they will 
include a higher profile for Pin 
Shooting among the other shooting 
sports, and hopefully, an increased 
membership.  There were also some 
interest in establishing new clubs 
and provinces 

The camaraderie among the six 
shooting sports present was clear for 
all to see and we trust will lead to 
future co-operation between these 
sports. 

From the Chief RO’s perch 

In this column we shall in future 
explore incidents that happened at 
matches, or just look at general 
problems range officers may 
encounter. The purpose will be to 
learn lessons to ensure range safety. 

This time around we turn our 
attention to an incident at the 
recent Gauteng championships in 
the Stock Gun event. The 
competitor, using a Colt Series 70 
Government Model .45 ACP pistol, 
chambered a round on Load and 
Make Ready (LAMR) by depressing 
the slide release. The pistol 
discharged, the bullet hitting the 
ground about six meters downrange 
just in front of the pin tables. Both 
safety officers/timers with the 
competitor declared that his finger 
was not on the trigger. On RO 
inspection it was found that the 
hammer was down on an empty 
chamber.  The competitor stated 
that there had been only one round 

in the magazine on LAMR. He 
intended to insert a 7 shot magazine 
after loading the single round. 

The finding and decision of the RO 
was that the firearm had discharged 
due to malfunction and that the 
firearm was not to be used further in 
the competition. The competitor 
received a zero score for Stock Gun, 
but was not disqualified, as the 
discharge was deemed safe.  The 
SAPSF Rule Book (2012) does not 
specifically address the issue of 
discharge on LAMR, but the IPSC 
Handgun Competition Rules (2012), 
which are also used as guidelines for 
Pin RO’s, addresses the issue in Par. 
10.4.8. It is important to note here 
that had the bullet landed within 3m 
of the competitor, he would have 
had to be DQ’d for unsafe gun 
handling. 

The lessons to be learned from this 
incident are firstly that firearms are 
mechanical devices that can fail, 
even when well maintained. 
Secondly, that safe gun handling 
practices will safeguard not only the 
shooter (also against DQ), but all 
around him (even in the case of 
catastrophic failure of a firearm). 

Bulk import of pins 

As was said by our previous 
president, William Colombo, some 
time ago, “… no pins, no pin 
shooting.” SAPSF, in association with 
some provinces and with the 
generous financial assistance of 
individuals in the pin shooting 
community, is in the process of 
importing a container filled with 
5 000 used bowling pins from China. 
The pins will be stored in a 
warehouse in Gauteng, from where 
they will be delivered to provinces 
and clubs as required.  With the 
careful management of these pins, 

we should have sufficient stock for 
the next two to three years. Thank 
you to Phillip Jackson and Enzo Di 
Sante for their work to get the pins. 

Postal Shoot & Provincial Results 

The first round of the first Postal Pin 
Shoot was held across the country 
during April. Thank you to Jorge 
Goncalves and his team from GPSA 
for a job well done. This was the 
biggest participation in a pin event 
ever in this country, with 189 pin 
shooters participating! Here are the 
results for the core events shot, 

Overall (9 Pin, Stock Gun, Pin 
Revolver): 

1. Tinus Botha 6. Tomi Sunjich 
2. Alwin Fleischman 7. William Colombo  
3.Dion de Bruyn 8. Marnus Niewoudt 
4. Johan Ehlers (Snr) 9.Tony Baia 
5. Lawrence Colombo 10. Arthur Jonak 
 

The Western Province and Gauteng 
provincials took place in April and 
May respectively. The top 
placements on the core events for 
each of these events were: 
 
Western Province champs: 
1. Carl Tsai  6. Phil Verity 
2. William Colombo 7. John Knipe  
3. Rodney Davids 8. Vaclav Jonak 
4. Lawrence Colombo 9.Juan van Niekerk 
5. Seb. Scheidereiter 10. Albert van Niekerk 

 
Gauteng champs: 
1. Tony Baia 6. Stefano Ghigini 
2. Trevor Ho Leong 7. Jorge Goncalves  
3.Alwin Fleischmann 8. Balthaser Buhrmann 
4. Dion de Bruin 9. Tomi Sunjich 
5. Tinus Botha 10. Marnus Nieuwoudt 

 
Upcoming events 

 Limpopo Pin Champs in 
Pietersburg – 2 & 3 August 

 SA Pin Champs, hosted by 
GPSA in Jhb – 26 to 28 Sept 

 SAPSF AGM – 27 Sept in Jhb 
 

     Till then, stay pin safe!     


